
For more information please visit www.bransonmo.gov or contact:
Lisa Westfall, City Clerk, 417-337-8522

Jerry Adams, Public Information Director, 417-337-8548

BOARD OF ALDERMEN

Luncheon – Thursday, January 6, 2011 – 12:00 p.m.
Administrative Conference Room – Branson City Hall – 110 W. Maddux

(MEAL ONLY)

Study Session– Thursday, January 6, 2011 – 12:30 p.m.
Municipal Courtroom – Branson City Hall – 110 W. Maddux

AGENDA

1) Call to Order.

2) Roll Call.

3) Administrator’s Report.

4) Discussion of previous Study Session items.

5) Review of January 11, 2011 Agenda.

6) Discussion regarding 2011 Legislative Priorities.

[City of Branson] [Branson Chamber of Commerce]

7) Discussion with Preston Dunn, Jr. of In God We Trust ~ America, Inc.

8) Discussion with Dr. Lee McPheters regarding economic analysis of Branson
Airport. [Powerpoint]

[Biographical Information of Dr. McPheters]

9) Discussion with Dr. Mike Hynes regarding the Branson Airport.

[Letter from Dr. Hynes] [Financial Analysis of Branson Airport, LLC.]

10) Mayor’s Report.

11) Board of Aldermen requests for agenda items to be placed on future agendas.

12) Adjourn.

NOTICE OF MEETING

CITY OF BRANSON































 

 
 

2011 Branson Legislative Agenda  
 
 Prior to the start of  Missouri legislative sessions each January, the Branson Board of 

Aldermen create a list of legislative priorities that state issues Branson has historically supported, 

including positions identified by the Missouri Municipal League, positions advocated in this 

year’s Branson/Lakes Area Legislative Partnership and positions generated by input from city 

staff. As new issues arise during the legislative session, the city will maintain ongoing dialogue 

and regular updates, so that public positions stay consistent with the Board of Aldermen’s intent.   

 

Development 
Branson supports bills regarding making Missouri “data center friendly.” 

 

Branson supports both federal and state legislative initiatives that upwardly adjust the income 

guidelines establishing qualification thresholds for subsidized workforce housing.   

 

Uncontrolled development at the unincorporated fringes of cities is detrimental to health, safety 

and orderly urban development. Branson supports legislation that would give cities the ability to 

exercise the extraterritorial powers of planning, zoning, enforcement of building codes and 

regulation of subdivisions within adjacent unincorporated areas. 

 

 Branson opposes any legislation that restricts the ability of a municipality to extend municipal 

services into newly annexed areas. 

 

Branson opposes any legislation that restricts municipalities’ abilities to impose franchise or user 

fees for the use of the municipalities’ right-of-ways.   

 

Branson supports legislation that provides funding for state agencies to work in conjunction with 

Missouri cities as well as private and not-for-profit organizations to address the areas of 

affordable housing.  

 

Branson opposes the legalization of casino gaming in southwest Missouri. 

 

We support legislation allowing cities to annex “islands,” which are properties inside a city’s 

limits and surrounded by city property on all sides. Cities need the ability to annex islands after 

proper notification and majority approval by city council. 

  

Environment 
Branson supports equitable funding for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources to ensure 

the protection and safety of our precious waterways and natural resources.   

 

 



 

 

Branson opposes any regulatory changes by the Department of Natural Resources that would 

encourage the development of subdivisions with separate sewer systems built adjacent to a 

municipal system. 

 

Local Control 
Branson opposes any reduction of local regulatory authority over developers. 

 

Branson opposes legislation that would interfere with municipal authority to determine personnel 

or merit system rules and regulations. 

 

Branson supports Missouri’s current meet-and-confer law for public employees, and therefore 

opposes any attempt to legislate a mandatory collective bargaining law.  We believe the power to 

set wages and other terms and conditions of employment for local government employees must 

rest with elected representatives and should not be delegated to third party arbitrators or the 

courts. 

 

Branson opposes any legislation that will increase costs to cities (unfunded mandates). 

 

We support an increase in the maximum municipal court penalty for fourth class cities.  It is 

currently $500 and/or 90 days in Jail.  We feel increasing the maximum fine to $2,000 would be 

appropriate.   

 

We would like language for RSMo 67.410 to be similar to that of RSMo 67.398 regarding 

property maintenance. 

 

We support the exclusion of punitive and exemplary damages in certain claims against public 

entities, their officials or employees in certain circumstances.  

 

Sales Tax 
Branson opposes state-mandated sales tax holidays that do not provide a local decision on 

participation or nonparticipation in the holiday. Furthermore, we support a change in state law 

that would allow cities and counties to choose on opting into the tax holiday rather than opting 

out.   

 

Branson will closely monitor any legislation affecting sales tax or sales tax exemptions that 

would adversely impact city sales tax collections.  

 

Branson supports the taxing of cell phone use for the purpose of funding 9-1-1 centers and local 

control for communication centers  

 

Branson supports legislation that would encourage the collection of Internet sales taxes. 

 

Branson opposes the use of a higher sales tax rate to replace the corporate and individual income 

taxes (Fair Tax). 

 

We support strengthening legislation that prohibits theaters and other ticketed attractions from 

creating their own LLC to be ticket resellers to avoid paying sales taxes. 

 

 

 



 

 

Tourism 
Branson supports appropriate funding for the Missouri Division of Tourism marketing budget.  

 

We support the current tax credit given to the Missouri Film Commission 

 

Transportation 
Branson supports state and federal efforts to keep pace with pressing statewide transportation 

needs, especially by accelerating the construction of projects when local communities are willing 

to assist with the financing of road improvements. 

 

Health  
Branson supports increasing the core function funding in the state budget for local public health 

agencies. 

 

Branson supports increased access to health care for all Missourians through Healthnet 

expansion for those who demonstrate a financial need and who qualify. 

 

We support state funding for alcohol enforcement programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  
 



 

 

Branson/Lakes Area Legislative Partnership 
 2011 Legislative Priorities 

 
 

 
 We support authorization for any additional statutory or legislative funding for the Division of 

Tourism.  

 

 We propose legislation specific to our area on P & Z that would relieve the repetitious, 

expensive, continuous ballots on planning and zoning in Stone County.   This would be 

accomplished by increasing signatures by a percentage at each election and/or having the 

initiators pay the cost of elections after the 2
nd

 election in one year.  

 

 We oppose the repeal of the income tax and its replacement with a state sales tax (Fair 

Tax). 

 
 

































Economic Impact
(Study Report)

January 6, 2011
Dr. Lee McPheters

Arizona State University



Airport Impact Measures

 Spending/Revenues

 Earnings to Workers and

Income to Proprietors

 Employment Supported

 Public Sector Revenues



On-Airport
Activity

Sources of Airport Impacts
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Air Visitor
Spending
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Secondary Impacts
Suppliers
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On Airport Employment

 110 FTE Jobs On the Airport

 $3.5 Million Wages & Salaries

 Administration, Operations

 Passenger Services, Auto Rental

 FBO & Ramp Services

 Public Safety, TSA, Tower



Impact Payroll Jobs

Primary Impact $3,525,000 110

Secondary Impact 2,221,000 122

Total Impact $5,746,000 232

On Airport Economic Impact

•Source: IMPLAN input-output model based on data from U. S. Bureau
of Economic Analysis and Missouri Department of Econ. Development



Visitor Impact Parameters

 Number of Deplanements (91,732)

 Number of Visitors (57,292)

 Length of Stay

 Spending Per Trip (Person/Party)

 Spending by Category

* Deplanements and Visitors Are Estimated



Characteristics Overall Air/BKG

1st Time Visitor 26.5% 57.5%

Length of Stay 4.06 5.04

Rented Auto 8.1% 89.3%

Spending/Trip $861 $1,201

Overall Vs. Air BKG Visitors
Source: CVB / Branson Visitor Profile YTD November



Characteristics Overall Air/BKG

Flew Past 2 Yrs 39.3% 86.3%

Attractive Airfare $105 $174

Saw 5+ Shows 28.4% 42.6%

Trip “Excellent” 54.0% 59.5%

Overall Vs. Air BKG Visitors
Source: CVB / Branson Visitor Profile YTD November



In-Terminal Visitor Survey
Preliminary Only – Not For Distribution

 840 Responses in Fall 2010

 Avg. Party Spending $1,381

 Avg. Party Size 2.2 Persons

 26,042 Travel Parties in 2010

 Spend: $35,964,000 (Preliminary)



In-Terminal Visitor Survey
Preliminary Only – Not For Distribution

$35,964,000 Air Visitor Spending

 Lodging ($10,595,000)

 Food ($6,901,000)

 Entertainment ($7,031,000)

 Retail ($5,990,000)

 Auto Rental/Van ($5,547,000)



Visitor Impact Payroll Jobs

Primary Impact $9,732,000 513

Secondary Impact 7,142,000 228

Total Impact $16,874,000 741

Air Visitor Impact (Preliminary)

•Source: IMPLAN input-output model based on data from U. S. Bureau
of Economic Analysis and Missouri Department of Econ. Development



Source Revenue
State Sales Tax $1,519,479

County Sales Tax 656,344

Branson Sales Tax 539,460

Branson TCED Tax 120,281

Branson Tourism Tax 735,556

Total Taxes $3,571,120

Air Visitor Fiscal Impact
Preliminary Only – Not For Distribution



Source Per Air Visitor

State Sales Tax $26.52

County Sales Tax 11.46

Branson Sales Tax 9.42

Branson TCED Tax 2.10

Branson Tourism Tax 12.84

Total Taxes Per Visitor $62.34

Tax Revenue Per Air Visitor
Preliminary Only – Not For Distribution



Improvements For Survey
Preliminary Only – Not For Distribution

 Need Stratified Sample Over Year

 More Face-to-Face Data Collection

 Dollar Amounts Instead of Ranges

 Clarify “Travel Party”

 Branson Visitors vs. Others
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19Source: Branson Airport

Actual Monthly Onboards

Average Load Factor

BransonBranson Monthly TrafficMonthly Traffic –– BKG to ATLBKG to ATL
…Mainly as a result of ATL-BKG traffic increases in 2010 versus 2009

FL Atlanta-Branson Monthly Onboard Traffic and Load Factors
May 2009 through November 2010
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F9 Denver-Branson Monthly Onboard Traffic and Load Factors
Inception through October 2010
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Demand for new Frontier DEN service is exceptionally strong…

BransonBranson Monthly TrafficMonthly Traffic –– BKG to DENBKG to DEN

Actual Monthly Onboards

Average Load Factor

Source: Branson Airport
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